
The American Flag 
 

 
 
The most famous, respected, celebrated and longest living legend in the history of the United States – the American 
Flag – will celebrate its 240th Birthday on June 14th.  
 
On June 14, 1777, during the American Revolution, the Continental Congress adopted a resolution stating that “the flag 
of the United States be thirteen alternate stripes red and white” and that “the Union be thirteen stars, white in a blue 
field, representing a new Constellation.” 
 
The United States has a standard of Citizenship that is based on equality, yet there is no flag or banner that is equal 
to or even remotely comparable with the American Flag, which stands alone in rank, order, importance, respect and 
reverence.  
 
The American Flag has its own United States Flag Code that establishes etiquette and advisory rules for display and 
care of the National Flag of the United States of America. It is Chapter 1 of Title 4 of the United States Code (4 
U.S.C. § 1 et seq). This is a United States federal law. 
 
The American Flag “represents a living country and is itself considered a living thing,” Section 8. j) of the U.S. Flag 
Code.      
 
The American Flag has its own Pledge of Allegiance respectfully recited by America’s citizenry. 
 
The American Flag has its own National Anthem proudly sung by America’s citizenry.  
 
The American Flag has its own National March music, "The Stars and Stripes Forever" 
 
The American Flag has its own special Flag Folding Ceremony that is ceremoniously executed at funerals of all 
members who serve in the United States Armed Forces.  
 
The American Flag has its own public Holiday and Birthday Celebration, “Flag Day”, June 14 of every year. 
 
The American Flag is displayed at the Presidential Inauguration and Swearing-in-Ceremony. 
 
The American Flag is displayed on top of the White House, the official residence of the President of the United 
States and the American Flag is in the Oval Office where official business of our nation is conducted by the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

The American Flag is displayed on the front right fender of the Presidential Limousine, on the tail of Air Force One 
and near the entry to Marine One Helicopter. 
 
The American Flag is portrayed atop the White House on our Twenty and Ten Dollar U.S. Currency. 
 
The American Flag is displayed atop all ships in our U.S. Naval Fleet and Coast Guard 
 
The American Flag is displayed outside the U.S. Capitol Building and inside the Congressional Chambers where our 
elected public officials of the U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives represent “We the People.” 
 
The American Flag is displayed outside and inside the U.S. Supreme Court, and stands inside every County, State 
and Federal Courtroom across the USA, a representative reminder of “Liberty and Justice for All.” 
 
The American Flag is standing to the right of every elected public servant and civil servant in their official 
government photos. 
 
The American Flag is displayed at all Federal buildings. 
 
The American Flag is displayed in all public schools. 
 
The American Flag is displayed at all polling booths on designated public Election Days. 
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The American Flag is present at all major sporting events and its Anthem sung. 
 
On February 23, 1945, the United States Marines proudly displayed the American Flag atop Mount Suribachi during 
the Battle of Iwo Jima in World War II. 
 
On July 20, 1969, American Astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin proudly displayed the American Flag after 
landing on the Moon. 
 
The American Flag has its own language and conveys special messages to the public without saying a word.  
 
The American Flag with the Union up is sending its message that it proudly represents “We the People” and our 
Free Republic. 
 
The American Flag with the Union down is sending its message that life and property are in extreme danger. 
 
The American Flag lowered at half-staff is sending its message of honor in memory of deceased Government 
dignitaries.  
 
The American Flag lowered at half-staff on Memorial Day until Noon and then raised, is sending its message in 
honor of our United States Military Veterans who have defended our Nation’s Colors since the American Revolution. 
 
The American Flag is the honored and revered shroud that covers the caskets of United States Military Troops killed 
in action, as well as upon the death of all United States Military Veterans. 
 
The men and women who serve in the United States Armed Forces principally pledge their lives to defend the 
American Flag and over 240 years, 1,343,812 have delivered on that noble pledge while 1,529,230 were injured and 
38,159 are still missing.  

 

 
“In combat our Flag has always been a guide and inspiration to our Armed Forces." 

- President John F. Kennedy 
 

“Let us never forget that in honoring our Flag, we honor the American men and women who have courageously 
fought and died for it over the last 200 years – patriots who set an ideal above any consideration of self  

and who suffered for it the greatest hardships. Our Flag flies free today because of their sacrifice.” 
– President Ronald Reagan -- June 14, 1985; Flag Day Ceremony in Baltimore, Maryland 

 

“We pledge allegiance to one flag, and that flag is the American flag.”   
- President-elect Donald Trump, December 2, 2016, Cincinnati, Ohio -- “Thank You Tour.” 

 
 

“I believe our Flag is more than just cloth and ink.  
It is a universally recognized symbol that stands for liberty, and freedom. 

It is the history of our nation, and it's marked by the blood of those who died defending it.” 
- U.S. Senator John Thune, (R) South Dakota 

 
“In God We Trust” 

(Our National Motto) 
 
 

By Robert L. Rosebrock  
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